
Forest Warming Paradox
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Paradoxes and questions

• The forest is cooler despite more radiation 

loading than the shrub land.

• A cooler surface leads to a warmer climate 

system.

• Is longwave radiation a forcing term or part 

of a feedback mechanism?

• Are surface processes and CO2 radiative 

forcing two additive quantities?
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The enhanced greenhouse effect 
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Basic versus apparent climate sensitivity
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FluxNet

Source: http://www.fluxnet.ornl.gov/fluxnet/graphics.cfm
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Blame the trees for global warming
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